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a DISSERTATION upon the k te 


NounraL Cranacrent antiently uſed at 


| Reverend gr, ] 


Read Dec. 7, "AVING, by the alliance of the 
we cones Palmyrene numeral characters, 
lately W a Rape which may perhaps here- 
after be of confiderable ſervice to chronology ; I 
could not longer defer, though now deeply engaged 
In other matters, communicating it to the Royal 


Society, Nor will the memoir containing this, I 


flatter myſelf, be deemed altogether unworthy the 
attention of that learned and illuſtrious body. For, 
_ unleſs I am greatly deceived, it will bid fair to aſcer- 
tain, with a ſufficient degree of preciſion, the Phœ- 
nician dates of ſeveral antient Sidonian coins, one of 


which was ſtruck above a century before the birth 


of CuRIisT, hitherto utterly unknown; and evince 


the notation of the Phœnicians, at leaft thoſe of Si- 
don, when they firſt appeared, to have been ex- 
tremely ſimilar to, if not _ the ſame with, that 
of the Palmyrenes, iu. 


A ſmall braſs e coin ef Sidon (1), now in my 1 
00. exhibits on the reverſe three Fhœrnician let- 


05 See Plate xxx. Fig. 1 1. ror 
ters, 
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ters, that form the word SIDON, over. the prow of 

a ſhip, the uſual-ſymbel-of the city WR erein it was 
ſtruck. This coin, which is in good conſervation, 
I formerly (2) publiſhed and explained. The cha- 
racters however in the exergue, which I could ther 
make nothing of, wefe not with ſufficient accutacy 
deſcribed. This has induced me to tranſmit you 
another 22 of the Ne medal, „herein 2 


4 


coins. The others ſo 2 7 reſembl ol 955 numer F; 
characters of the Palmyrenes, that they may un⸗ 
doubtedly be conſidered as Pointing out to zus a da ate, a 
Which if we admit, the Schin and Tzade w ill 17215 
to be the initial letters of the wo rds x D, THE 
YEAR - OF SIDON, or IN THE YEAR. OF 
SIDON;- as the elements Pe and 255 1225 
denote uv mop, IHE PASCHA OF T 75 
or IN. THE, BEGINNING, OF THE e on 
the reverſe of the famous e coin of Bologna, 
publiſhed by Sig. Bianconi (5), not many years ſinee. 
Nor can the 3 THE YEAR OF SID ON, c or 
IN THE Þ NEAR: OB. SIDON, , intimatiog — Ne 


(2) De Num. quibuſd. Gem: et Pheen, Ec. bur, re. p. PIER 
& Tab. II. Oxon. 1750. : 
(3) Marm. Palmyren. a Cl. Dawk. edit. paſl. 
(4) Vid. Hadr. Reland. Palzft.” \ Nluftrat. p. P. bf . 
Batavor. 1714. Eraſm. Frœl. ad Annal. Compeudiar. Reg 
Hr. Tab. VIII. &c. Viennz, 1754. 
(5) De Anatig. Hebræor. et Græcor. Tate Zibel. Joon: Bot 


Biancon. p. 31, 32. Bononiæ, 1748. in oA 996 (1) 


1 22 2 of 


. 
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5 „„ 
of the proper æra of that city, be looked upon as 
repugnant either to the Jewiſh or Phoenician genius; 


« ſimilar expreſſion having been uſed, both in their 
writings (6) and on their coins (7), about the time 
that the Phœnician medal before me was ſtruck, by 
the Jews. That the firſt of the numeral characters 
here ſtands for TWENTY, we may infer from the 
correſpondent one of the Palmyrenes, to the form 


of which it is by no means unlike. This will like- 


wiſe be confirmed by the dates preſerved on other 


Pheenician coins, which will be immediately pro- 


duced. The next, denoting a leſſer number, and 
not repreſenting FIVE, which we find always ex- 


preſſed by minute right lines on the Sidonian medals, 


_ muſt indubitably occupy the place of TEN. The 
ſix following ſtrokes, after what has been juſt .ob- 
ſerved, will be acknowleged to add SIX to the fore- 

going numbers; ſo that the inſcription in the exergue 


will no longer remain a myſtery, the whole only im- 
porting, IN THE YEAR OF SIDON XXXVI. 

T have thtee other coins of Sidon (8), of almoſt in- 
tirely the ſame type; only one of them exhibits a date in 


Greek numerals, and two bear Phcenician dates. The 
Greek numerals are EOT, CCCLXXV; and the Phee- 
nician correſpond-with the numbers CXX, CXX VII, 
to both of which are prefixed the aboye-mentivned 


* 
WY 


1 pa wee. "—_ 
* 1 


Rp 


(6) 1. Maccab. i. 10. 


(7) Hadr. Reland. De Num. Yet. Hab. paſſ. TrajeRi ad Rhe- 


num, 1700. 


(8) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 2. 1 . 
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[ 794 ] 
initial letters. We meet with draughts of two ſimilar: 
medals in (9) Arigoni, adorned with characters, ex- 
preſſing the numbers CXXVIII, CXXX. All theſe 
coins preſent to our view a turrited head and a branch. 
of palm, pointing out to us the country to which 
they belong, and on the reverſe the uſual ſymbol of 
Sidon. The year handed down to us by the Greek 
date EOT, is the 375th of the æra of Seleucus ; 
and thoſe denoted by the Phœnician numerals anſwer 
to the 120th, 127th, 128th, and 13oth, of the pro- 
per #ra of Sidon, as will be hereafter more fully 
evinced. Hence we may certainly collect, that theſe 
pieces were ſtruck at Sidon in the years of CHRIST 
11, 18, 19, 21, and 64, 
HI. 

Three coins of Sidon, different from the former, 
occur in (10) Sig. Haym, and ſeven (11) more in my 
little cabinet, whoſe type is altogether the ſame, with 
Phoenician dates, preceded by the two aforeſaid initial 
letters, upon them. To which we may add five, 
preſerved in the noble (12) cabinet bequeathed to 
Chriſt-Church, Oxon. by Archbiſhop Wake, and 
another in the valuable collection of the Rev. Dr. 


Barton (13), Canon of the faid collegiate church, 
and a worthy member of this Society, On one ſide 


— 


_ 


(9) Honor. Arigon. Num. Phonic. Tab. I. Num. 3, 6. Tarvifi, 
1745. | 
70 55 Nicol. Haym Roman. Del Teſor. Britan, Vol. i, p. 106. 
In Londra, 1719. 
(11) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 3. 
(12) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 3. | 
(13) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 3. , 
— theſe 


oꝗãßlfĩ ä n 
theſe medals all exhibit the head of Jupiter, and on 
the reverſe the prow of a ſhip, the common ſymbol 


of Sidon. Moſt of them had various Phœnician 


letters at firſt impreſt on the upper part of the reverſe, 


and one of them (which is pretty remarkable) nearly 


the ſame characters there that appear in the exergue. 
The firſt of the coins mentioned here was ſtruck in 
the year of Sidon 5. This has been perfectly well 
preſerved, and is more curious than any of the reſt; 


which were emitted from the mint at Sidon in various 
years of the proper æra of that city, v/2. the 107th, 


108th, 110th, 111th, 112th, 114th, 115th, 116th, 


117th, and 119th. We meet on none of theſe medals 
with the figure denoting TWENTY, uſed by the 


Sidonians, during the period I am now upon. It not 


a little reſembles that which prevailed at Tadmor (14) 


in the reign of the emperor Claudius, about forty- 


nine years after the birth of CHRIST. The moſt 
antient of the Phenician coins I am now conſidering 


preceded the commencement of the Chriſtian æra 
104 years, and is conſequently 153 years older than 


the earlieſt Palmyrene inſcription that has hitherto 
come to our hands (15). 

"” 1 IV. 3 

Some years ſince T publiſhed a fmall braſs medal 


of Sidon (16), with the heads of Jupiter and Juno | 
on one fide, and the prow of a ſhip on the reverſe ; 


* 


—_ _—_ 


„ HG 


(14) See the Phcenician Numerals in Plate xxxii. 
(15) Philoſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. Par. ii. p. 726. 


(16) De Num. quibuſd. Sam. et Phen, Cc. Diſſert. p. 59—br. 
& Tab. II. Oxon. 1750. | 1 
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but did not accurately enough deſcribe the numeral 
characters, and two initial letters, in the exergue. 
I therefore take the liberty to fend (17) you a new 
_ draught, perfectly well done, of that inſcription. 
Two more coins of the ſame type I have fince ac- 
quired, and another may be ſeen in (18) Sig. Haym. 


Theſe four pieces _ exhibit the years of Sidon 


125 and 1 132. 
* 
My ſmall ealleRtion likewiſe affords two (19) other 
Phoenician medals of Sidon, (20) and Archbiſho 


Wake's noble cabinet one, of the ſame type, with 
different Phœnician dates in the exergue. To theſe 


may be added five, with the publication of which 


the learned world has been obliged by Sig. Arigoni 
(21). The anterior faces of theſe coins are adorned 
with a veiled head, repreſenting the gei:ius of the 
city wherein they were ftruck ; and the reverſes. with 
a human figure leaning upon a pillar, and holding a 
branch of palm in its right hand. Several Phœnician 
letters alſo there appear, which may perhaps at firſt 
fight ſeem to render it ſomewhat Joubeful, whether 
the medals belong to Sidon or not. But every ſuſ- 
picion arifing from hence muſt immediately vaniſh, 
when we cait our eyes upon the two initial elements, 
28d the numeral characters, in the: exergue ; which 


clearly lat indicate the evade to have been ſtruck | 


— —_ 
— £3 4 4 . 


(a7) See Plate xxxi. Fig, "I 
(18) Haym, ubi ſup. p. 107. 
(19) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 5. 
(20) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 5 
121) Honor. Arigon, Num. ane Tab. LI. Te 105. 8. 
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at Sidon, in the 83d, 87th, 95th, 105th, 106th, 108th, 
114th, and 116th years of the æra peculiar to that city. 
A Phcenician coin of Sidon likewiſe occurs in one (22) 


of Sig. Arigoni's plates, and another (23) in my col- 
lection, with the turrited head and branch of palm 


viſible on three of the (24) medals above deſcribed, 


which indiſputably appertain to that city, together 


with the very Phœnician letters and ſymbol impreſt 
on the Sidonian coins now before me. This, ex- 


cluſive of other conſiderations, that might be offered, 


mult ſet the point I am here infiſting upon beyond 
diſpute, | oy of | 


VI. 0 


I have another braſs Phoenician medal of Sidon 


(25), not a little reſembling thoſe above-mentioned, 
both in workmanſhip and fize, preſenting to our view 


on one fide the head of Jupiter, and on the other a 
human figure with a lance in its right hand. This 
coin, which has never yet been publiſhed, is adorn- 


ed with a Phoenician legend on the reverſe, different 


from thoſe of all the others that have hitherto appear- 


ed. I therefore judged that a draught of it would 
not be unacceptable, though the date impreſt origi- 


nally in the exergue (anſwering to the 26th year of 
Sidon) has a little ſuffered from the injuries of time. 
35% ͤ 
The next Pheenician medal of Sidon, which 1 
ſhall take the liberty here to deſeribe, is a ſmall braſs 


— 


(22) 1d. ibid. Tab. I. N. 5, 
(23) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 6. 


(24) See p. 793, 794. 
(25) See Plate So Fig. 7. 
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one (26), now in my hands, with a veiled head on 
the anterior face, and the prow of a ſhip on the re- 
verſe. M. Bouterous (27), who has publiſhed it, 


rightly aſſerts it to be a Phœnician coin. The year 


of Sidon, preſerved in the exergue of mine, is 74; 


and that in the exergue of M. Bouterouè's, 73, though 
the firſt numeral character of the latter 1 is ſomewhat 


deformed, W 
=. | 
The laſt Phonicin medals I ſhall at preſent pro- 
duce, in order to ſettle the point in view, are (28) 


two in my poſſeſſion, intirely agree! "g both in type 


and form, as remarkable as any of the others here 


touched. upon. A. ſimilar coin "os .been publiſhed 
by Sig. Arigoni (29), and another (30) by M. Bou- 


terouè; both of which, on ſeveral accounts, merit 
the attention of the learned. They exhibit on one 
ſide. the head of Jupiter laureated, with a beard; and 
on the reverſe a double cornucopia, together with 


three or four Pheœnician elements, one or two of 


which are in a great meaſure defaced. A braſs medal 


of Sidon occurs ,in Archbiſhop Wake's: (31) col- 


lection, as well as one in (32) mine, with the head of 


Jupiter. done exactly after the ſame manner as that on 
the N before me, and e ** wes a bull 


EG. in 


"<> See Plate xxxi, 

(27) Recherches Sui he des 3 de France & c. Far 
Claude Bouteroue, p. 33. A Paris, 1666, ; 

(28) See Plate xxxi. Fig. . | 

(29) Honor. Arigon. ubi ſup. Tab. I. Num. 2. 

(30) Claud. Bouteroue, ubi ſup. p. | 

(31) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 9. 

(32) See Plate xxx., Fig. 9. 
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to adopt the explication he had given.“ 


799 | 
on the reverſe ; which, excluſive of the inſcriptions 
in the exergue, demonſtrate the latter to belong to 
Sidon. The firſt of mine was ſtruck in the 143d 
year of the proper æra of that city, and the ſecond 


five years after. They correct the barbarous date 
_ aſſigned by Sig. Arigoni to his coin. M. Bouteroue 


has not favoured the learned world with an explica- 
tion of the medal, of which he has given us a draught. 
Nor has M. I Abbe Barthelemy, who likewiſe men- 


tions this very coin, informed us to what place it ap- 


pertains ; but contented himſelf with barely (33) ob- 


ſerving, that the letters preſerved on the reverſe are 
Phoenician. I flatter myſelf therefore that I ſhall 
not be charged with plagiariſm by this celebrated 
antiquary, in caſe. what is here ſubmitted to the con- 
ſideration of the Royal Society ſhould be ſo happy 
as to meet with the approbation of that learned and 

illuſtrious body; not even by ozly acquainting the 
public, with a ſort of politeſſe ſo peculiar to his coun- 


trymen, that it is now become one of the moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhing characteriſtics of their nation (34), “that 


&« certain Oxford doctor has done him the honour 


— — 7 a 


(33) Aemoires de Litterature, tires des Regifires &c. Tom. xxiv. 
p. 64. A Paris, 1756. : 

(34) The whole note, here referred to, in the original runs thus, 
« Payois Ia ce Memoire à PAcademie en 1749, je le communi- 
& quai dans le meme temps à un eEtranger qui, ſe trouvoit alors A 


% Paris, & qui ayant paſle tout de fuite en Angleterre, fit part à 


„ un docteur d'Oxford de Vexplication que j'avois donnee de la 


„ medaille de Jonathan. Ce dernier m'a fait Phonneur de Padopter 


C dans une favante Diſſertation imprimee a Oxford en 1750, a 
% la ſuite d'une autre Diſſertation ſur deux inſcriptions Pheni- 
6 ciennes.” 


4 


IX. For 


1 
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For the farther illuſtration of what has been here 
advanced, it will be requiſite to obſerve, that two 
zra's were antiently followed at Sidon; the æra of 
Seleucus, and another peculiar to the inhabitants of 


co 
th t . 
a OY D N 4 loa 1 ** ; ** 2 ? : 2 
1 . _ — ER anne — | 


to have firſt diſcovered the. medals it-treats of to be 


<« ciennes.” ¶Mæmoi res de Litterature, tirts des Regiſtres de P Aca- ; 


demie Royale des Inſcriptions & Belles-Lettres, &c, Tom.xxiv. p. 60, 


A Paris, 1750, Oe UI : 

For the better underſtanding of this note, it will be proper to 
obſerve, that the firanger therein mentioned was M. Brucker, 
Profeſſor of Hiſtory in the Univerſity of Baſil; with whom I con- 
tracted an acquaintance when at Oxford, towards the cloſe of 
March 1750. This gentleman then informed me, that M. I Abbe 


Barthelemy communicated to him draughts of three Samaritan 
ooins of Jonathan, prince and high-prieſt of the Jews. He added, 


that one of theſe exhibited the words BASIAENES AAEEANAPOT 
which, according to him, M. YAbbe Barthelemy interpreted of 
Alexander the Great, taking the piece to have been twice ſtruck. 
This M. Brucker afterwards in a great meaſure confirmed, by a 
letter he wrote to me at Oxford; which I publiſhed intire in 1750, 
and endeavoured to prove, that the foregoing inſcription was to be 


underſtood of Alexander I. king of Syria, and not of Alexan- 
der the Great. The Samaritan inſcription, which M. Brucker only 
juſt touched upon, as is maniſeſt from his letter, I likewiſe at- 


tempted to explain; producing proper vouchers, in ſupport of what 


I advanced; Thus ſtands the fact, which ſeems to have given ſome 
offence to M. VAbbe, ſtated in the moſt conciſe manner poſſible; 


and from it, thus ſtated, as I apprehend, are naturally deducible 
the following obſervations. © _ e 2 
1. As I differed in opinion from M. Abbe, with regard to the 
words BASIAEQS AAEZE ANAPOT, as well as in ſeveral other re- 
ſpects, and ſupported by indiſputable authorities what I in all points 


advanced, without receiving from any perſon whatſoever the leaſt 


information relative thereto; it very evidently appears, that I did 
not adopt M. I Abbe's explication of the coin in queſtion. TIL 
2. By publiſhing M. Brucker's letter, which I have {till by me, 
intire, I both did him juſtice, and clearly acknowledged M. I Abbẽeẽ 
— to Jona- 

* than, | 
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that city (3.5). On the Greek. braſs coins of Sidon, 
according to F. Frœlich (36), both theſe epochs ſeem 


than, prince and high- prieſt of the Jews; and therefore have by 
no means endeavouted, as he would infinuate, to rob him of the 
glory of ſuch a diſcovery. - | 1 
3. As M.VAbbe in effect owns himſelf to have ſeen my diſſerta- 
tion, and. bas (if M. Brucker rightly informed me) ſince the reading 
of his memoir, - ſubſtituted my notion, relating to the words, 
BASIAEQS"ANEZANAPOY, in the room of his on; fome peo- 
ple may perhaps imagine, that I have at leaſt as much reaſon to 
recriminate on this occaſion, as he had to charge me with the adop- 
tion of his explication. Nay, as he expreſly acquaints the public, 
that M. Brucker imparted to me the very interpretation of the 
coin he (M. FAbbe) had before communicated to him, and as 
this interpretation moſt evidently makes it to have been firſt truck 
in the reign of Alexander the Great; every unprejudiced perſon, 
unacquainted with the elevated genius and extenſive erudition of 
M. VAbbe, will be ſtrongly induced to believe, that there would 
be no great injuſtice in a recrimination. But far be it from me to 
retort the accuſation upon M. Abbe. His uncommon learning, 
his ſingular modeſty, his ſtrict honour, his utter contempt of vanity 
and oftentation in every ſhape, ſo conſpicuous to all the world, 
muſt ſet him infinitely above the reach of ſuch an imputation. 
owever, notwithſtanding the ſuperior merit and exalted abilities 
of M. I Abbe, notwithſtanding the known averſion of the French 
writers to the practice here hinted at, and their moſt generous and 
candid treatment hitherto of thoſe belonging to the Britiſh nation, 
it will perhaps hereafter be thought expedient, by the Ac ADE 
OF INSCRIPTIONS AND BELLES LETTRES, not frequently to 
ſuffer an interval of ſeven years to elapſe, between the reading and 
publication of their memoirs, For by ſuch unaccountable delays, 
if often repeated, a handle may poſſibly be given to mauy of the 
haughty iſlanders of reflecting upon, or at leaſt entertaining unfas 
vourable ſentiments of, ſome of the members of that illuſtrious 
—:: w 5 
See De Num. guibuſd. Sam. & Phen. Ac. Differt. p. 61-72. 
(35) F. Henric. Nor. Veronenſ. An. et Epoch. Syromaced. Ac. p. 
414—424. Lipſiæ, 160000. Wn 
(36) Eraſm. Froel, Annal. Compend, Reg. et Rer. Hr. p. 173. 
r 
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to have been uſed. However, the ſupputation point- 
ed out to us by the date on the Greek medal above- 
mentioned was undoubtedly made according to the 
æra of Seleucus; ſince otherwiſe the year exhibited 
by that date muſt have been nearly coincident with 
the 266th of CyR1sT, which by thoſe verſed in this 
kind of literature will never be allowed. For had 
the piece preſented to our view ſo recent a date, as 
Sidon firſt became a Roman colony in the reign of 
Elagabalus (37), above forty years before; the re- 
verſe ought to have been adorned with ſome other let- 
ters intimating this, as were thoſe of the Sidonian (38) 
coins poſterior to that event. As certain 1s it that all 
the Phœnician medals of Sidon, whoſe numeral cha- 
racters have been interpreted here, acknowledge no 
other epoch than the proper one of that city, which 
commenced in the year (39) of Rome 643. This, 
I flatter myſelf, from the following conſiderations, 
excluſive of others that might, with equal Ain, 
be offered, will even to demonſtration appear. 

1. The fifth year mentioned by the oldeſt of theſe 
coins cannot be the fifth year of the æra of Seleucus, 
becauſe the Sidonians were then ſubject to Antigonus 
(40), in whoſe territories the ſupputation according 
to that epoch did not take place ; and conſequently 


the piece del ht have been ſtruck in the fifth 


N a w_ 4 * 


(3 37 1 Handuio, Op. Selef. p. 155, 1 FY Au 1709, 
Joan. oy- Vaillant Bellovac. Numiſmat. 2 r. Imperator. Ic. Par. 
Alt. p. 97. Pariſiis, 1695. 

— F lidem ibid. & alib. 
39) F. Henr. Nor. Veronenſ. ubi ſup. 
(40) Diod. Sic, lid, xix. Plutarch. in Demetr, Appian, in Gre. 
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year of the proper æra of Sidon, nearly coincident 
with the 648th of Rome (41). 
2. No dates ever occurred upon the medals of 


the Syrian kings preſiding over the people of Sidon, 
either to F. Frœlich or Dr. Vaillant (42), who 


have ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this 


branch of literature, before the year of Seleucus 112; 
and therefore neither the Phœnician dates preſerved. 


on the aforeſaid Sidonian coins whoſe numeral cha- 
racters do not amount to 112, nor the Greek dates 


on others falling ſhort of that number, can rationally 
be ſuppoſed to bear any relation to the zra of that 


prince. This certainly muſt be conſidered as a ſtron 


preſumption, or rather an inconteſtable proof, that the 
laſt- mentioned Phoenician dates were deduced from 
the commencement of the proper Sidonian epoch, as 


from their genuine cardinal point. Which reaſoning 
will by analogy extend, as the numeral characters 
- Exhibited by all the coins here explained are of the 
ſame kind, to every one of the reſt. 

4 None of the medals of the Syrian kings, with 
Phcenician letters upon them (43), hitherto publiſh- 
ed, bear any Phoenician dates. This, after what has 
been ſaid, renders it extremely probable, that the 
pieces of Sidon I am conſidering were poſterior to 
thoſe coins; and even that their Phœnician dates re- 
ferred to an æra different from that of Seleucus, fol- 
lowed by the Greek dates on the medals of the Syrian 
a Which if we admit, this æra could have been 


—_— 


(41) F. Henr. Nor. 83 ubi — 


(42) Eraſm. Froel. ubi ſup. p. 39. Joan. F V. Vail. Seleucidar. 
Imper. p. 1—150, Lutet. Pariſior. 168 T. 


(43) Joan. Foy-Vaill. Eraſm, Frœl. Nicol. Haym Roman. &c. 
K 2 no 


. en 
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no other than the new one of the Sidonians, that com- 
menced in the ſeventh century of Rome. 

4. That the dates viſible on theſe coins were ſup- 
puted according to the latter epoch of Sidon, will 
be manifeſt from an examination of the Greek and 
Phanician braſs medals of that city explained, in (44) 
the beginning of this paper; whoſe type and work- 
manſhip are extremely ſimilar, if not almoſt intirely 
the fame, For this circumſtance is to me an evident 
proof, that they could not have been ſtruck at very 
diſtant times. Now if we take the Greek coin to 
have followed the æra of Seleucus, as was undoubt- 
edly the caſe, and the others that peculiar to Sidon; 
the firſt of the Phœnician dates (45) will not be prior 
to the Greek one above fifty-three years, nor the laſt 
of them precede it above forty-three years. Whereas 
if we ſuppoſe the numeral inſcriptions in the exergues 


of the Phœnician Sidonian coins to have been ſupputed . 


according to the Seleucian epoch, the difference be- 
tween the aforeſaid dates will be five times as much; 
which with the ſimilarity of workmanſhip and type, 
already obſerved, will be altogether incompatible. 
5. As the Jews (46), about the time that the firſt. 
of our medals was ſtruck, denominated the #ra of 
Seleucus, THE ERA OF THE KINGDOM OF 
THE GREEKS; we cannot well doubt but it went 
amongſt the Sidonians, who were neighbours to the 
Jews, under the ſame denomination. From whence 
it will follow, that the epoch ſtyled by them em- 
phatically, THE ARA OF SIDON, muſt have 


been different from the æra of Seleucus ; and conſe- 


(44) See above, p. 793 794. 
(45) Eraſm Frœl. ubi ſup, p. 101, 


146) 1. Maccab. i. 10. — 
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(47) See Plate xxxi. 


ee e 
quently that which, after the 643d year of Rome, 


was peculiar to them. 


The powers of the Phœnician numeral characters 
antiently uſed at Sidon, which I flatter myſelf are 


now diſcovered, having been for many ages unknown 
the Society will perhaps not be diſpleaſed to ſee ac- 


curate draughts of the principal Phenician medals, 


from whence they are deduced. I have therefore 
taken the liberty to tranſmit them (47) ſuch draughts, 


which may be intirely depended upon. I have alſo 
conſtructed a table (48) of the numeral characters 


themſelves, from Unity to A TrHovsanpD; which 


will demonſtrate, in the cleareſt manner poſſible, the 
great affinity between them and thoſe of the Palmy- 
renes. - : 

1. From this table it plainly appears, that the 


people of Sidon had no particular character to denote 


Five, whilſt the Phœnician numerals here explained 


were in vogue amongſt them; that they expreſſed 


TWENTY by a character, during that period, not 


very different from the correſpondent one uſed at Tad- 


mor; and that in all other reſpects the Phcenician no- 
tation then prevailing at Sidon was, in a manner, the 
ſame with that of the (49) Palmyrenes. 

2. It may not be improper to obſerve, that two 


of the Sidonian coins I have been conſidering (50) 


(48) See Plate xxxii. 


(49) Ie may not however be amiſs to remark, that moſt of the 
forms of the Phoenician centenary and decimal numeral characters 


rather reſemble the correſpondent Palmyrene numerals of Gruter 
than thoſe of Mr. Dawkins; as will be obvious to every one, who 
ſhall think proper to compare all thoſe different characters one with 
another. Piiloſoph. Tranſat. Vol. xlviii. Par. ii. p. 721, 741- 
(50) See Plate xxxi. Fig. 5. & Arigon. Tab. II. Num. 11. 
9 8 exhibit 
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exhibit the Phceniciar word XD, equivalent to the 
Hebrew dien, and Syriac NN, AN HUNDRED, 
inſtead- of the centenary numeral character. This, 
in conjunction with the appearance of that character, 
occupying the very place of the term &, on others 
of thoſe coins, firſt induced me to believe, that the 
inſcription preſerved by every one of them i in the 
exergue could be nothing elſe but a date. 

I ſhall beg leave farther to remark, that none 
of the indubitable medals of Tyre, adorned with 
Phœnician letters, as far as I have been able to diſ- 
cover, preſent to our view any Phœnician dates at all. 
This ſtill more clearly evinces the ſecond element 
prefixed to the Phœnician numerals in the exergue 
to point out to us the city of Sidon, and not that of 
Tyre; which (51), indeed, ſeems already to have 
been ſufficiently proved. 

4. From the 2 oregoing obſervations we may like- 
wiſe collect, that the coin aſſigned to Demetrius III. by 
Mr, Maſſon, F, Frœlich (52), and Sig. Haym, exhibit- 
ing a Phcenician legend, without a Phœnician date, 
in the exergue, ought in reality to be attributed to 
Demetrius I. Thoſe three learned men therefore 
have been guilty of a miſtake in this particular. 
Nor can the head on this medal be denied to bear - 
ſome reſemblance to that of Demetrius I. (53) 
with a moderate beard, as it appears on a coin pub. 
liſhed by Dr. Vaillant, and in one of F. Frelich's 
* That the letters A K, N the head, in- 


15 See above, pe 791, 792 
18 52) Nicol. Haym 12 ubi ſup. p. 100. Eraſm. Free, ubi 
111. Tab. 
bh 1 Joan. Fey. Vall. ubi ſup. p. 238. Eraſm. Freel. ubi ſup. 
p· 57. Tab. VII. Num. I. 


dicate 


** 
dicate the piece to have been ſtruck in the twenty- 
firſt year of the proper Sidonian æra (54), as Mr. 
Maſſon and F. Frœlich are pleaſed to aſſert, can never 
be proved. On the contrary, the improbability of 
ſuch a notion may be inferred from two ſimilar let- 
ters, behind the turrited head of the Dea Syria (55), 
on a Phœnician coin, which Mr. Maſſon makes to 
point out the forty-firft year of the proper epoch of 
bidon; whereas, in truth, that piece ſeems to have 
been ſtruck either in the reign of Demetrius I. or An- 
tiochus IV. (56) many years before. Nay, that it 
was actually ſtruck when Demetrius I. fat upon the 
Syrian throne, is rendered almoſt inconteſtable by a 
medal of that prince now in my poſſeſſion, with a 
Beta behind the head on the anterior part, and the 
very reverſe of the laſt-mentioned coin. From the 
former of which circumſtances it farther appears, 
that the alphabetic characters MA, ſuppoſed by 
Mr. Maſſon to denote 41, are by no means to be 
taken for a date. To which we may add, that 
the head on a Pheœnician medal, with the two 
Greek elements A K behind it, publiſhed by Mr. 
Reland (57), is apparently that of Demetrius I.; 
and that the poſterior part of this coin is nearly the 
ſame, in all reſpects, with the reverſe of that ſup- 
poſed to (58) appertain to Demetrius III. by Mr. Maſ- 


— — 


(54) Nicol. Haym Roman. ubi ſup, p. 101. Eraſm. Frœl. ubi 
fup. p. II f. 95 oY | 
(55) Nicol. Haym Roman. ubi ſup. p. 105, 106. 
(56) Joan. Foy-Vaill. ubi ſup. p. 200. Eraſm. Frcel. ubi ſup. 
p. 63. Tab. VIII. Num. 30. | 
( 57) Hadr. Reland. Palzſ/t. Illuſtrat. p-: 1014. 
(58) Nicol. Haym Roman. ubi ſup. p. 100, 101. 
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ses: F 
| fon and- 88. Haym. But to wave all other. conſiders 
gqations, relative, to the point in view, that may occur, 
* FO tee features and tums of the face on the medals of 
| Demetrius III. are ſo different (59 ), that ns 
of any validity can be drawn. from the. 11 
identity or Grniltude of them, i in ſupport of r. Maſ, 
/ fon's opin ion 
F. The Palmyrene and AOL Hg. "Je 
Juced. from coins and. inſcriptions, may. perhaps be 
thought not unworthy a place amongſt the arithmeti- 
cal characters of various nations, formerly (60) col- 
lected by Biſhop Beveridge; and conſequently may be 
allowed to render ſome what more complete the chro- 
nological inſtitutions, or rather the chronological 
arithmetic, of that learned and judicious author. 
| You will pardon the prolixity of this letter, which 
the novelty of the ſubject may perhaps render a little 
more excuſable than it would otherwiſe have been 
and believe me to. be, with the mol bee con- 
| Sdtration:and. eftcem,... HCL nn 


LD de PLE (35448 IR, " La 2117 
Vour moſt ara humble Servant 


Chiiſ: Church, Oxon. 25 
Nov. 17. 1758. [S008 £123\ J Swinton. 
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p. 100. Eraſm. Prev ubi ſup. p. CEE 1 15 p · 
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